


God created the earth and 
entrusted its care to us. 

As we rethink how to grow, build, supply, consume, dispose, 
and recycle everything in our lives, we often fail at partnering 
with the marginalized and powerless, and thus adversely 
affect them. Building sustainable communities goes 
hand-in-hand with thoughtful building of infrastructures 
and physical spaces. Is there a theological basis for living 
abundantly while striving for justice and sustainability? 

In 2009, Trinity Institute will explore sustainability 
through the lens of liberation theology, which views Jesus 
not only as redeemer but also liberator of the oppressed. 
It posits a vision of Christians working together toward 
social justice by considering all people as full partners in 
healing our planet and our communities, regardless of their 
social or economic status. Only in striving for sustainable 
relationships, rather than accumulating and consuming 
more for ourselves, can we discover true abundance.

Through keynote speeches and panel discussions by 
leading theologians and grassroots activists, this three-day 
conference will consider radical ideas about abundance, 
sustainability, and well-being. Interactive reflection groups 
throughout will enable you to share your own experiences 
and solutions with fellow attendees.

Trinity Institute takes place at Trinity Church in New 
York City, but includes a diverse audience that joins the 
conference via video webcasts at designated partner sites 
around the world.



Featured speakers

Majora Carter 
founded Sustainable 
South Bronx in 
2001 to alleviate 
poverty, improve the 
environment, and 
reduce public health 

costs. She is a MacArthur “Genius” 
Fellow, was named one of the 25 Most 
Influential African-Americans by Essence 
Magazine for 2007, and is co-host of  
The Green on the Sundance Channel. 

Timothy J. Gorringe’s 
widely read book, 
A Theology of the 
Built Environment: 
Justice, Empowerment, 
Redemption, 
established him as a 

leader in the field of environmental 
theology. His academic interests focus 
on the interrelation between theology, 
social science, art, and politics.  
He serves as St. Luke’s Professor of 
Theological Studies at the University  
of Exeter.

David C. Korten is a 
visionary proponent 
of a planetary 
system of local living 
economies. His now-
classic best-seller, 
When Corporations 

Rule the World, was called “a must-
read” by commentators ranging from 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu to London’s 
Financial Times. Dr. Korten’s most 
recent book is The Great Turning: From 
Empire to Earth Community. 

Néstor O. Míguez  
is a leader both in  
articulating an  
authentic Latin  
American reading  
of the Bible and in  
ecumenical efforts  

to strengthen theological education  
worldwide. He serves as professor of  
New Testament Studies at Instituto  
Universitario ISEDT, Buenos Aires,  
Argentina. His publications include  
That You May Have Life:  
Encounters with Jesus in the Gospel  
of John (with José Míguez Bonino).

Preacher, Opening 
Eucharist

Sister Miriam Therese 
MacGillis founded 
Genesis Farm, a 
learning center where 
people of good will are 
welcome to search for 
more authentic ways to 

live in harmony with the natural world 
and each other. In 2005 she received the 
Thomas Berry Award, and in 2007 was 
named among the planet’s top 15 green 
religious leaders by Grist magazine. 



“As a Trinity Institute partner, we are able 

to bring, via the web, world-class speakers 

to our community and enhance our parish’s 

educational offerings. It has become a 

highlight event in this diocese!” 

The Very Rev. R. J. Osborne,  
Dean and Rector of St. John’s Cathedral, Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Responding to the current  
environmental crisis is a key  
mission focus for many congrega-
tions, dioceses, and communities.  
As a partner, you can lead the  
discussion by hosting Trinity  
Institute. Our Radical Abundance 
conference will consider unique 
ways to go beyond recycling to  
work toward a fundamental shift 
in our culture. 

Churches, cathedrals, seminaries,  
and other organizations that host  
Trinity Institute experience all  
aspects of the conference via  
webcast in real or delayed time. 

Be part of the environmental solution:  
host Trinity Institute at your site!

Reflection groups can be coordinated 
using materials prepared and  
provided by Trinity Institute. 

To generate interest in the  
conference, partners receive:

• �DVDs featuring 20-minute 
interviews with our speakers

• �group leader guides and help in 
locating facilitators in your area

• �promotional materials  
(fliers, posters, ads, and press  
releases) that may be tailored 
for your location

To become a partner site, visit  
trinitywallstreet.org/partners.



Opening Eucharist

January 21, 2009, 7pm
Featuring the Trinity Choir and  
saxophonist Paul Winter

Trinity Institute’s opening Eucharist will feature the Trinity Choir, considered 
one of New York’s finest professional vocal ensembles, and Paul Winter, a 
six-time Grammy Award-winning saxophonist, bandleader, and composer. 
Winter says his music is “motivated… by the vision of a musical-ecological  
community,” and “has long embraced the traditions of many of the world’s 
cultures, interweaving widely diverse instruments and elements with the 
extraordinary voices from…‘the greater symphony of the Earth’…” 

Special Performance of  
A Portrait of Rachel Carson

January 22, 2009, 8pm
With composer and jazz pianist Marian McPartland  
and the Manhattan Chamber Orchestra,  
conducted by Richard Auldon Clark 

Free to Conference Participants 

Distinguished jazz pianist Marian McPartland wrote this composition as  
a tribute to Rachel Carson’s pioneering work in environmentalism,  
particularly her 1962 book Silent Spring, which revealed the dangers of  
DDT. Working with pianist and arranger Alan Broadbent, the composition 
grew from a solo piano piece to one with full orchestration. McPartland 
hosts Marian McPartland’s Piano Jazz, which has been broadcast on National 
Public Radio since 1978. 

“�This is the Piano Jazz host’s loving tribute to one of 

the environmental movement’s early heroes.” NPR.org




